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55 years after, Asaba memorial inspires
remembrance, communal healing
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55 years after, Asaba Memorial Inspires
Remembrance, Communal Healing
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Censtience, Murtured by Truth
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thelagosweekender - Follow

thelagosweekender ASABA
MEMORIAL EXHIBITION!!

To all our Art lovers and enthusiasts,
do not miss the incredible exhibition
at Red Door Gallery, 51 Bishop
Oluwole Street, Victoria island
Lagos, Asaba Memorial is on view!!

This is a group exhibition curated by
Otsholeng Poo, produced by
@awhitespacelagos, and convened
by Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze - the
isama Ajie of Asaba - refiects on the
1967 massacre of over a thousand
Asabans, mostly men, during the
Nigerian covil war

Private Viewing - Sunday, November
27 4-8 pm (8By invitation only)
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ASABA’S PLEDGE LOYALTY
TO FEDERAL GOVT
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historicalnigeria Asaba Memorial Is
on view now! Do not miss this
exhibition at Red Door Gallery, 51
Bishop Oluwole Street, Victoria
island Lagos.

A group exhibition curated by
Otsholeng Poo, produced by A
White Space Lagos, and corvened
by Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze - the
isama Ajie of Asaba - reflects on the
1967 Asaba massacre during the
Biafra war,
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Historicalnigeria
November 29 at 3:18 PM -

Asaba Memorial is on view now! Do not miss this exhibition at Red
Door Gallery, 51 Bishop Oluwole Street, Victoria Island Lagos.

A group exhibition curated by Otsholeng Poo, produced by A White
Space Lagos, and convened by Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze - the Isama
Ajie of Asaba - reflects on the 1967 Asaba massacre during the

Biafra war \
The Exhibition opens on November 28 and closes on December 7, Il m -
2022.... See more
, - — -
e b T Publication: Historical Nigeria
AS ABA’S Pl[ﬂﬂ[ I.OMALTY | Date: Tuesday 29 November 2022

Platform: Facebook ( )

TU FEDERAI. GOVT Circulatic.)n: 297
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0ZzkJBHb8AicjLBxT4eNWb8b45SYZy9nuxrbk1kjMNtpuDANx734dUBdFyoopktvdl&id=100064395203777

ASABA Memorial Exhibition,
Inspiring Remembrance and
Communal Healing through Art

O NOVEMSBER 30, 2022 > COMARENTS (0
27 November ~ 7 December 2022

1967
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& Asa of 1967. Asaba Memorial, produced by A Whilespace Crealive Agency cpens on the 27Ih
Nov

2022, st Red Door Gallery, 51 Bshop Oluwoile Street, Viciona istand, Lagos
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Well curated and
Immersive Exhibition on

the 1967 Asaba Massacre
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asirimagazine - Follow
Asaba Town

@ asirimagazine On the morning of
October 7th 1967, the Nigerian civil
war had just started months earfier,
Ogbueshi Leonard Nwanonyei
Okogwu was scheduled to deliver a
welcome note to the Federal Troops
as they entered ASABA that day

What was supposed to be just a
pacifying rally that would put an end
10 the kilings and the cavil war,
ended in a8 massacre of young men,
women and children

Hundreds of men, women, and ° ° . o o
children, many wearing the PUbllcatlon. ASIFI

ceremonial akwa ocha (white) attire

paraded along the main street, Date: Wednesday 30 November 2022
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samdedesdx Great. If you know
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On the morning of October 7th 1967, the Nigerian civil war had just
started manths earlier, Ogbueshi Leonard Nwanonyei Okogwu was
scheduled to deliver a welcome note to the Federal Troops as they
entered ASABA that day.

What was supposed to be just a pacifying rally that would put an
end to the killings and the civil war, ended in a massacre of young
men, women and children.

Hundreds of men, women, and children, many wearing the
ceremonial akwa ocha (white) attire paraded along the main street,
singing, dancing, and chanting "One Nigeria." At a junction, men and
teenage boys were separated from women and young children and
gathered in an open square at Ogbe-0sowa village.

Federal troops revealed machine guns, and orders were given,
reportedly by Second-in-Command, Maj. Ibrahim Taiwo, to open
fire. Most of the killings ended by 7 October.

The Late Ogbueshi Leonard Nwanonyei Okogwu is the father of the
wife of Migeria’s former Military Head of State: Chief Mariam
Babangida.

Asaba Memaorial is on view now! Do not miss this exhibition at Red
Door Gallery, 51 Bishop Oluwole Street, Victoria Island Lagos.
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On the morning of October 7th 1967, the Nigerian civil
war had just started months earlier, Ogbueshi Leonard
Nwanonyei Okogwu was scheduled to deliver a
welcome note to the Federal Troops as they entered
ASABA that day.
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L-R: Chuck Nduka-Eze, the Isama Ajie of Asaba & Convener of Asaba Memorial Exhibition, Otsholeng
Poo, Curator of Asaba Memorial Exhibition, and Papa Omotayo, Architect and Founder A Whitespaces
Creative Agency, at the opening of Asaba Memorial Exhibition at Red Door Gallery in Lagos
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Art exhibition in Lagos boosts
awareness of Asaba massacre

‘ Anthony Udugba Dec 1, 2022
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In October 1967, four months into the civil war, Nigerian Federal troops entered the
small town of Asaba killing over 1000 civilians in what is now known as the infamous
“Asaba Massacre”, 55 years later, on November 27, 2022, the first major art exhibition
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https://businessday.ng/life-arts/article/art-exhibition-in-lagos-boosts-awareness-of-asaba-massacre/

Asaba Memorial is On View Now!
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' @ molara_wood « Follow

@ molara_wood A first encounter and
a return to two exhibitions yesterday

with writer-sister, cultural dialogist
and Goethe Medal winner
@zukiswawanner. First stop was the
Asaba Memorial exhibition at
@reddoorng, featuring works by
artists including Kainebi Osahenye,
Rom Isichei, 12-year-old Kanye
Okeke, Bruce Onobrakpeya, Jullet
Ezenwa Maja-Pearce and Victor
Ehikhamenor. Proceeds from this
exhibition will go towards the
creation of the Asaba Memorial Park
on which will be planted a thousand
trees in memory of the victims of the
massacre, one of the darkest
episodes of the Nigerian Civil War.
Exhibition is on tll December 7.
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«L~R: Isama Ajie of Asaba/convener, Asaba Memorial Exhibition, Chuck Nduka-Eze; curator, Asaba Memorial Exhibition,
Otsholeng Poo; and architect/founder, A Whitespaces Creative Agency, Papa Omotayo, during the opening of Asaba
Memorial Exhibition in Lagos... recently. Photo: AME




Once Upon a Sad Story...

ereisonetaleof
horror whose
echoes  will
neverfade. On
October7, 1967,
twodaysafterthe Ni federal
forces succeeded in forcing the
separatist Biafran troops back to
the side of the River Niger, they
murdered several Asaba male
indigenes incold blood after they
had gathered in an open square
at Ogbe-Osowa village to
support for “One Nigeria.”
Five years after the Asaba
community marked the 50th
anniversary of the massacres
with a two-day commemora-
tion, a group exhibition in its
memory opened on Sunday,
November 27, at the Red Door
Galleryin VictoriaIsland, Lagos.
The exhibition, which ends on
‘Wednesday, December 7, as the
first of its kind aims at institut-
ing a memorial park in honour
of the victims. Curated by South
Africa-born Otsholeng Pooand
convened by the Isama Ajie of
Asaba, Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze,
it offers a rare insight into the
tragic event through a selection
of the works of over 20 leading
contemporary Nigerian artists.
Titled Asaba Memorial, it is
produced by AWhitespace Cre-
ative Agencyand features works,
which include "In Memoriam,"
a monumental canvas piece
with the names of some of the
victims by 12-year-old Kanye
Tagho-Okeke, and "Black Peace,"a
2022 work by Victor Ehil
part of whose series was
on the cover of Elizabeth Bird's
and Fraser Ottanelli's book titled
The Asaba Massacre: Trauma,

EXHIBITION

Memory, and the Nigerian Civil
War. There was also a body of
workdonated by Enotie Ogbebor,
whose late father was a senior
military officer in the Nigerian
army who provided an eye-wit-
nessaccount of theatrocities and
renowned fashion designer Ade
Bakare's Ogbueshi - a Guipure
cotton lace with red paint and
soil that depicts the fate of Chief
Mariam Babangida's father - Late
Ogbueshi Leonard Nwanonyei
Okogwu, who was to give the
welcome addresstothe soldiers
onbehalfofthe Asabacommunity
on that fateful day. Among the
waorks of the older generation of
artists are a 1967 painting about
the Civil War by Ben Enwonwu,
titled “War Dreams” and “Ayo
Players”,a Bruce Onobrakpeya's
1972 painting,

Therestof the exhibiting artists
are Olumide Onadipe, Kelani
Abass, Sadiq Ajibola Williams,
Joseph O e, Duke Asidere,
Kainebi Osahenye, Rom Isichei,
Stacey Ravvero, Juliet Ezenwa
Maja-Pearce, Adekusibe Odunfa,
Ozangeobuoma, Prince Orlu,
AdizaNzekwe, Anthony Nwalu-

» Elizabeth Ekpetorson, Tiffan
mbe lle—DaviE:,t?\yuﬂla Gb(z
lahan, Phillip Nzekwe, Naomi
Oyeniyi, MarciaMartins DaRosa
and Lekan Onabanjo.

The exhibition is a part of a
series of commemorative events
tohelp fund the creation of a per-
manent physical location—atop-
notch nature park, monument,
andartisticand cultural hub—in
honourofeveryonewho perished
orwas displaced asaresultofthe
massacre. As a tribute to all the
liveslost, the Memorial Park will
be built on a foundation of 1,000

trees.

It will be a legacy project that
finally pays tributetothe victims
andﬂXelr gml]]m, aswellasaloca-
tion for Asaba indigenes and all
Nigerians to reflecton healing.

Commentsby stakeholderson
the importance of this initiative
include those of the authors of
the book onthe Asaba Massacre
Hlizabeth Birdand Fraser Ottanelli
and the Head of GCF's United
Nations Independent Integrity
Unit Ibrahim Pam. Bird and Ot-
tanelli said: “This new initiative
will take the memorial process
toanewlevel, bringing visibility
throughout the nation and the

hope that Asaba will finally see
anofficial acknowledgement of
responsibility foritssuffering, But
aboveit, thiss memo-
nalwﬂlhonour those who died,
theywillnotbe forgotten
the way to a better
ile Pam wrote in a
blog posL “The AsabaMassacre
Memorial Monument Projectasa
memorialisation initiative could
thenbecome thatessential
for the promotion of national
reconciliationthatisanchored on
anhonest discussion of historical
grievance, that leadsto acknowl-
edgement and recompense, and
promotes genuine appeasement
and national unity. Therein lies
the eternal value ofthis project.”

By dredging up unpleasant
memories of these crimes, the
exhibition seeks to not only
prick the conscience of a Nige-
rian administration that seems
oblivious tots heinous past but
also to criticise the world com-
munity foritsapathy: “AsaSouth
Africanwho calls Nigeria home,
[understand the importance of
thisexhibitionona nal
levelsaid Poo “laminspiredby
the people of Asaba's continued
survival and resounding call for
the Massacre tobe givenits proper
place in the telling of Nigeria's
history. I'm also hopeful that
as this project gains supporters
fromacrossthe continentand the
world, we can keep telling the
story of Asaba through art and
community.”

Meanwhile, there are plans
to invite more artists’ contribu-
tions and keep expanding the
memorial park’s collectionas the
exhibitiontravels acrosslocations.
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L-R: The Isama Ajie of Asaba/Convener of the Asaba Memorial Exhibition, Chuck Nduka-Eze; Curator of the
Asaba Memorial Exhibition, Otsholeng Poo; and Founder, Whitespaces Creative Agency, Papa Omotayo, at
the opening of the Asaba Memorial exhibition held at the Red Door Gallery in Lagos...recently
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Asaba Memorial Exhibition: Healing through art

By Chukwuma Ajakah

ADVERTISEMENT

In honour of victims of the historic Asaba Massacre of 1967, a group memorial exhibition
produced by A Whitespace Creative Agency opened last Sunday, 27 November at the prestigious
Red Door Gallery, Victoria Island, Lagos.

Organized as part of activities marking the establishment of a memorial park, immortalizing the
victims of the Asaba pogrom, the exhibition is a sad commentary on the horrors of war and
man'’s inhumanity to man.
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78 DAYS TO ELECTION: Tension in PDP as Wike
takes decision on Atiku

Obi: 1 don't know why APC has not sacked me —

Babachir Lawal

Dogara to Wike: You 're suffering from amnesia,

shallow mindedness

You've no electoral value, even in your LGA, Tinubu
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Asaha Memorial, Exhibition ‘Il Inspire Nigerians

NENA | "

Sunday Okobi

The Asaba Memarniad Committee has announced the opening of Asaba Memorial, a group exhibition curated by
Gtsholeng Poo, and convened by Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze, the Isama Age of Asaby, to commemorate the trags events
of the Asabas Massacre in 1967

e ceganssers of the mamodal, 3t an event heid in Lagos yesterday 1o usher in the memorial, described it as “a
captivating sefection of work by Nigerian artists that provokes awareness and recogrtion of the tragic event in

THIS‘ DAY

Publication: Thisday

Date: Sunday 27 November 2022
Platform: Online ( )

Monthly Views: 2.4M


https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/11/28/asaba-memorial-exhibition-ll-inspire-nigerians/

Asaba Memorial, Exhibition
‘11 Inspire Nigerians

Sunday Okobi

The Asaba Memorial Committee
has announced the i
of Asaba Memorial, a group
exhibition curated by Otsholeng
Poo, and convened by Chief
Chuck Nduka-Eze, the Isama
Ajie of Asaba, to commemorate
the tragic events of the Asaba
Massacre in 1967, -

The organisers of
memorial, at an event held in
Lagos yesterday to usher in
the memorial, described it as
“a ﬁpﬁvating selection of work
by Nigerian artists that provokes
awareness and recognition of
the tragic event in Nigeria's
history and aims to support
the development of the Asaba
Memorial Park - a cultural
monument in honour of the
victims of the Asaba massacre
of 1967.”

Speaking on the event, Chief

Nduka-Eze f,explained the
importance of using art as a
powerful catalystq;g bringing
awareness to important issues
that receive only marginal
attention.

He said: “To date, there has
been no lanation or
= oplion
Government of Nigeria for the
humanitarian crime.

“We encourage everyone to
come and explore the ition.
It will challenge le not only
to ask, ‘what mﬁ?have been
done, but also, ‘what can we
do?" This is the first step to
creating a memorial site that
is accessible and dignified in
its representat:ion to honour
the victims, a place that will
be a community symbol of
all the lives lost and extend
to encompass a cultural and
recreational attraction for both
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Immortalising the victims of Asaba Massacre
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An exhibition at the Red Door Gallery Lagos, set against the backdrop of Asaba Massacre to ratse funds towaras the
development of the Asaba Mernorial Park dredges Lp Conversations & ound collective auma. memory and
comimunal healrg. Yinka Olatunbosun reports

There were gunahors. Folowed by lears, sorrow and deaths. The year win 1967 Fastdorward 1o 2022, the vadeo
instaliation rsde Red Door Gallery, Victona sland Lagos showed 3 young autistc artest, Kanye Okeke creating In
Memonam’ a stnkng large sied pamting with names of all the victirms of the Asaba massacre written all over the
colour arips.
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il amaechiokobi « Follow
Red Door Gallery

@ amaechiokobi What a remarkable
day it was. First of all, you already
know that Saturday is for art love
and appreciation. So | spent an hour
at the @reddoor_gallery where |
experienced the Ahaba Memorial art
exhibition.

Some of my favorite Nigerian artists
have come together with a
breathtaking selection of work to
commemorate the tragic events of

sk tEhiy Gt diing e Date: Sunday 5 December 2022
Nigerian Civil War in which close to

1,000 unarmed men and boys were Platform: Instagram post ( )

murdered in a most unholy act of

utter madness. Monthly VieWS: 21.7K
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@cA awhitespacelagos - Follow

@u awhitespacelagos Do not miss the
incredible exhibition at Red Door
Gallery, 51 Bishop Oluwole Street,
Victoria Island Lagos, Asaba
Memorial, is on view now!

A group exhibition curated by
Otsholeng Poo, produced by
@awhitespacelagos, and convened
by Chief Chuck Nduka-Eze - the
Isama Ajie of Asaba - reflects on the
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